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Good Morning Hawthorne Families.  
 

As we come to the end of the third week of virtual learning, please allow me to share some 

important information with everyone. 
 

First, I want to share my most sincere condolences with all those Hawthorne Families and 

Hawthorne Public School staff members who have lost loved ones over the past few weeks. Our 

thoughts and prayers are with you and your families during this extremely difficult time.  

 

I also want to thank the members of the Hawthorne Police Department, Hawthorne Ambulance 

Corp and all the Hawthorne residents, including my wife, who are serving as first responders and 

health care professionals. You are the true heroes and we all appreciate the work you are doing 

here in Hawthorne and throughout New Jersey to provide life-saving care to those who are sick 

or suffering from this virus. From the bottom of our hearts, Thank you! 

 

Next, I want to thank all of our families, students, and staff. Providing digital education is truly a 

collaborative effort, and we sincerely appreciate all that is being done to make this experience as 

productive and engaging for our students as possible. I am very proud of how quickly we have 

all adapted to this new learning environment. However, as educators we are learning as we go, 

and we are constantly monitoring and adjusting when needed to ensure we utilize the best 

possible programs to provide instruction for our students. Our educators in Hawthorne also 

continue to do an outstanding job of delivering remote learning for all of our students. The 

creativity and effort we have seen from our staff is remarkable and it is greatly appreciated. The 

work they are doing is truly inspirational. 
 

In regard to our available district technology, we are happy to report that, to date, we have 

provided over 460 chromebooks to our Hawthorne students. Although we will continue to make 

these chromebooks available, due to the Spring Break next week (April 6-10) chromebook 

pickup will be closed. We will once again be providing Chromebooks pickup days beginning on 

Monday, April 13th at Hawthorne High School between the hours of 8:30am and 12:30pm. 



 

Please remember to use the Bamford Avenue entrance of Hawthorne High School. This spring 

recess also applies to those families who are eligible for breakfast and lunch service. Breakfast 

and lunch will not be available next week but will be available again beginning on Monday, 

April 13th from 10:30am – 12:00pm also at the Bamford Avenue entrance of Hawthorne High 

School.  

 

As was recently shared on social media, we have closed all of our elementary and middle school 

playgrounds and they will remain closed until schools reopen. At this time the Hawthorne High 

School track remains open and will remain open as long as community members adhere to the 

social distancing guidelines provided by the CDC, State and Federal Government. We believe it 

is necessary to take this step to encourage social distancing as some of our neighboring school 

districts and county parks have done. We ask that people refrain from visiting school grounds 

during this continued social distancing period.  

 

As mentioned earlier, our week long Spring Recess begins on Monday, April 6th.  During this 

recess, students are not required to complete any schoolwork. Teachers will also be taking a 

well-deserved break during this spring recess. While I realize this may be difficult for some, I am 

cognizant of the importance of self-care and personal mental health. We ask that everyone take 

some time to relax, recharge and enjoy the time with loved ones. If you are looking for 

information regarding self-care or mental health, please visit our district website with resources 

from our Guidance Department.  

 

When we return from Spring Recess, we will be implementing a change to our daily instructional 

schedule. Beginning the week of Monday, April 13th, each Friday will serve as an Independent 

Learning Day or a day for ALL students to complete long-term assignments, catch up on 

missing or incomplete assignments, or engage in independent activities on learning platforms.  

On these Independent Learning Days, students will still be required to sign into school using the 

remote attendance link on the district webpage. However, each Friday will become an 

Independent Learning Day for all students in all grades. 

 

This new structure will also benefit Teachers as they will be provided time on these Independent 

Learning Days to collaborate with colleagues, grade completed work, and plan for the upcoming 

week.  Teachers may still want to check in with students or families regarding missing work or 

related material on these days.  However, the emphasis is that No new instruction or assignments 

will be given on these Independent Learning Days. Our first Independent Learning Day will be 

Friday, April 17, 2020. 
 

Please know that we truly miss our students and look forward to the day when we can all be back 

together in school. However, remember that we are here to answer questions or support our 

https://www.hawthorne.k12.nj.us/news/what_s_new/district_health_related_preparedness_plan


 

students and families during these difficult and challenging times. We feel strongly that our 

continued collaboration will help us all get through this unprecedented closure. So, please don’t 

hesitate to reach out to your child’s teacher, building administrator, or my office with any 

questions.  

 

Be well everyone and have a great week!  

Go Bears!  

 
Richard A. Spirito 


